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BUREAU

OF

EDUCATION,

Tfl'a,shington,

D. C., .November 2U, 1900.

To Presidents, Treasurers, and Boards of Control
of State Colleges of Agrictiltiire and Mechanic .Arts,
and of lnsf.itiitions of lilce Charactei·
for the Education of Colored Students.

GENTLEMEN: Your attention is respectfully called to the requirements of the act of Congress,
approved August 30, 1890, in aid of the land-grant colleges of agriculture and the mechanic arts,
respecting the annual reports of the presidents and treasurers of !'>aid institutions to the Secretary of
Agriculture and the Secretary of the Interior, and to certain decisions respecting the disbursement
of the funds authorized by the said act.
1. The annual reports of treasurers are required to be made on or before September 1 of each
year (section 2).
2. The reports of presidents must be received before the States can be certified for the annual
installments of this fund, and it is respectfully requested that they be forwarded to this office not later
than September 1 of each year.
3. The funds annually appropriated by the act of August 30, 1890, must be expended during the
year for which they are appropriated and for the purposes specified in the said act, and cau not be
allowed to accumulate in the form of an unexpended balance or be invested as a permanent interestbearing fund ( decision of the Assistant Attorney-General,
June 20, 1899). 'l'he Department will
insist on the expenditure annually of substantially the entire amount appropl'iated by the act of
August 30, 1890, and boards of control of agricultural and mechanical colleges are requested to make
provision for such expenditures.
IL is understood, of course, that contracts may be entered into for
1m1chinery or other educational mate1·ial which, for good reasons, may not be ready and paid for until
the following year. In such cases it is sufficient to explain, by a note in the report, that the balance
is held for the purpose of liquidating bills already incurred, and stating the nature of the outstanding
contracts.
4. The funds are "to be applied only to instruction in agriculture, the mechanic arts, the English
language, and the various branches of mathematical , physical, natural, and economic science, with
special reference to their applications in the industries of life, and to the facilities for such instruction."
It is held that this language authorizes the purchase from this money of apparatus, machinery, textbooks, reference books, stock and material used in instruction, or for the purposes of illustration iu
connection with any of the branches enumerated, and the payment of salaries of instructors in said
brnnches only.
5. The expenditure of any portion of these funds for the purchase, erection, preservation or repair
of any building or buildings under a11y pretense wl1.1tever is specifically prohibited by the act (section 3),
an<l the purchase of land is not allowable (decision of Assistant Attorney-General,
March, 1891).
6. The salaries of purely administrative
officers, such as presidents, trea:;urers, secretaries, bookkeepers, janitors, watchmen, etc., can not be charged to this fund ( decision of Assistant AttorneyGcueral, March 7, 1894), nor can it be expended for heating or lighting buildings, musical instruments,
furniture, cases, shelving, desks, lockers, salaries of instructors in philosophy, psychology, ethics, logic,
ii story, political science, ci vies, pedagogy, and in ancient and modern languages ( except English).
"\Vhen an administrative officei· also gives instruction in any of the branches of study mentioned in the
act. of August 30, 1800, or when an instructor gives such instruction and also devotes part of his time
to giving instrnction in branches of study not mentioned in the said act, only a part of such pe1·son's
salary proportionate to the time devoted to giviug instruction in the branches of study mentioned in
the said act of August 30, 1890, can be charged to these foods.

[OVER.]

7. In order that greater uniformity in the reports of treasurers may be obtained in the future, the
following classification of subjects that may be included under the several schedules has been prepared,
such classification to be adhered to by the treasurers of the various institutions in the preparation of
their annual reports:

A.-Instriwtion

SCHEDULE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Agriculture.
Horticulture.
Forestry.
Agronomy.
Animal husbandry.

6.
7.
8.
9.
SCHEDULE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

B.-Instmction

Mechanical engineering.
Civil engineering.
Electrical engineering.
Irrigation engineering.
Mining engineering.
Marine engineering.
Railway engineering.
Experimental engineering.
Textile industry.

Dairying.
Veterinary science.
Poultry industry.
Apiculture.

in Mechanic Arts.
10. Architecture.
11. Machine design.
12. Mechanical drawing.
13. Ceramics.
14. Stenography.
15. Typewriting.
16. Telegraphy.
17. Printing.
18. Shop work.

SCHEDULE

C.-Instruction

1. English language.
2. English literature.
3. Composition.

in English Language.
4. Rhetoric.
5. Oratory.

SCHEDULE

D.--Instruction in Mathematical Sciences.

1. Mathematics.
2. Bookkeeping.

3. Astronomy.

SCHEDULE

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
G.
7.

in Agriciiltitre.

E.-lnstriiction

in Natural and Physical &iences.

Chemistry.
Physics.
Biology.
Botany.
Zoology.
Geology.
Mineralogy.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
SoHEDULE

F.-Instruction

1. Political economy.
2. Domestic economy.

Metallurgy.
Entomology.
Physiology.
Bacteriology.
Pharmacy.
Physical geography.
Meteorology.

in Economic Sciences.
3. Commercial geography.

Very respectfully,

Approved, December 7, 1900.
E. A. HITCHCOCK,
Secretary.

Commissioner.
8497b50()..5-03

